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EXTEACTS EEOM THE DIAEY OP JACOB HILTZ- 
HEIMEE, OF PHILADELPHIA, 1768-1798. 

(Continued from page 102.) 

1781. 

September 9. — Col. James Thompson went off to Head of 
Elk with horses for the French army. 

September 24. — Today 2500 French troops came to town, 
and as many yesterday — among them 300 horsemen — and 
encamped on the Commons on east side of Schuylkill. 

October 22. — Early this morning an express brought the 
news that Lord Cornwallis had on 17th inst. surrendered 
with his whole army to Gen. "Washington. 

October 24. — The city was illuminated in honor of Corn- 
wallis's surrender, but am sorry to have to add, that many 
doors and windows have been destroyed by a set of people 
who have no name. 

October 25. — Fireworks in the State house yard this 
evening. 

November 3. — This afternoon the British colors, twenty 
four in number, taken from Lord Cornwallis were brought 
to Schuylkill by Col. Humphreys, aid to his Excellency, 
and from there brought to town by our Light horse, Capt. 
Morris, and delivered to President M°Kean of Congress in 
the State House. At night the French Ambassador's house 
was illuminated to a great degree. 

November 7. — In the afternoon went with Tench Francis 
and William Gray to look at the oxen Francis brought the 
money with from Boston — 14 teams, 56 in number. 

November 13. — One of the three spies arrested last Wed- 
nesday night in this city was to-day executed on the Com- 
mons. Edison, one of the three, confessed their design to 
rob the office of Secretary of Congress of such papers as 
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might be of use to the enemy. Edison was formerly a clerk 
in the Office. 

December 3. — Met Gen. Mifflin on Chestnut street — we 
called to see Tf Adam Kuhn, who lately arrived with his 
family from Edenton, North Carolina. 

December 6. — I inspected two brigades of teams from 
Bucks county, for the use of the French army. 

December 19. — My son Robert returned from a hunt at 
Frankford, and reports that Gen. Washington was there. 

1782. 

January 2. — Attended a meeting of the German Society ; 
General Baron Steuben was elected a member. 

January 23. — Timothy Matlack breakfasted with me and 
explained the manner in which the business of the Bank 
recently established is transacted, and the first of their notes 
issued bearing date the present month. 1 

March 12. — Gen. Knox and Gouverneur Morris set out for 
Elizabethtown. 

March 22. — The Commander in Chief set out for the 
Eastward ; he has been in town since November 26th last. 

March 27. — "Went to the Indian Queen tavern, coming 
home stopped at William Sheaf's store owing to the heavy 
rain. While there three sharp claps of thunder startled 
me, and when I reached home was told that Governor Dick- 
inson's house occupied by the French Minister was struck 
by lightning and one man almost burned to death. 

March 29. — Col. Pickering, Quarter Master General, 
breakfasted with me. 

June 30. — In the forenoon went to Church [German Re- 
formed], there saw the Hon. Gen. Lincoln, Secretary of War. 
I mention this because I do not know whether he under- 
stands the German language or whether he attended out of 
curiosity. 

July 14. — Gen. Washington from the North and the 
commander of the French army, from the South, came to 
town. 

1 The Bank of North America. 

Vol. xvi. — 11 
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July 15. — Tonight fireworks were exhibited and several 
hundred lamps lit on the square between Sixth and Seventh 
streets, opposite to the French Minister's house, in honor of 
the birth of the Dauphin. 

July 22. — Col. Jeremiah Wadsworth breakfasted with me. 
"Went up to D r Smith's place [Falls of Schuylkill], thence 
to Col. Pickering's and Gen. Mifllin's and dined. 

July 24. — His Excellency Gen. Washington left the city. 

July 25. — Coming home from a ride with my wife, saw 
the burial of Major Galvan in the Potter's Field. He shot 
himself with two pistols last night, as did Capt. Charles 
Craig in Reading on 12th inst. 

July 30. — Early this morning went to Front street to see 
Gen. Lincoln and Col. Samuel Hodgdon set off for Carlisle. 

September 2. — Dined with Gen. Mrfflin [at Angelica farm, 
near Reading], with Gen. St. Clair, Samuel Potts, John 
Patton, Alexander Gordon, Collinson Read, D r Bond, D r 
Wilson, George Ege and others. 

October 4. — Gen. Lee, late of our army and just from his 
farm in Virginia, was today buried in Christ Church yard. 

November 1. — Went five miles up the Lancaster road with 
the Hon. D r Jones delegate to Congress from Georgia, who 
is on his way home, from which he has been absent nearly 
four years. 

November 7. — To-day at noon at the Court House steps 
John Dickinson Esq. was proclaimed president of this State. 

December 5. — In the afternoon Gen. Lincoln drove with 
me to my meadow to look at my brindle heifer. We met 
William Jones and together went to the sign of the Buck, 
where we had a pint of wine. 

December 17. — In the morning called to see Gen. Lincoln, 
who is setting out to see his family near Boston. 

December 23. — This morning the last of the French legions 
left — they came from Burlington and are going to quarter in 
Delaware. 

December 30. — Summoned on the Grand Jury at the State 
House. In the afternoon we were sworn in and then pro- 
ceeded to the White Horse, in Elbow Lane. The following 
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gentlemen compose the jury: Zebulon Potts, foreman, 
"William Bingham, Samuel Caldwell, Robert Hare, Oapt. 
Davis, William Turnbull, Reuben Haines, John Shee, Jacob 
Bright, Samuel Wheeler, Caleb Emlen, Jacob Barge, Col. 
N. Knox, Capt. Ord, David McCullough, Derrick Ritterson, 
John Pringle, John Harrison and myself. 



1783. 

January 1. — Jury met at the White Horse. Considered 
the bill against Oswald, the printer, for publishing a libel 
in his Gazetteer of September 28, 1782. Examined the fol- 
lowing witnesses : William Bradford Esq., Francis Nicholas, 
Dr. Gardner, William Harris, James Wilson Esq., and Mr. 
Van Ort. Yesterday we heard John Reynolds, Edward 
Burd, Michael Hillegas, William Lewis Esq., William 
Blair, Jared Ingersoll, and Moses Levy. After debating the 
bill, it was ignoramused, 16 to 3. 

January 3. — The jury met. Another bill of indictment 
was sent us against Oswald, for printing a libel in his Gaz- 
etteer of October 1, 1782, which was likewise ignoramused, 
17 to 2. In the evening we took our bills to the Court 
House, where we received from Chief Justice McKean, who 
had on his right Justice Bryan, a reprimand for not admit- 
ting the evidence sent by the Court to support the bills 
against Oswald, and several other charges against the jury, 
as may be seen in the jury's memorial in Hall & Seller's 
Gazette of January 8th and Oswald's Gazetteer of January 
11th. The Chief Justice handed back to our foreman the 
bills for reconsideration. 

January 4. — The jury debated a little about the bills re- 
turned by the Court and agreed that they be taken back 
without change. 

January 6. — Met the jury. Attorney General Bradford 
returned to us the bill we gave in against the three Commis- 
sioners, together with one he had drawn himself, which he 
stated must be the form of a bill, but the jury disliked the 
form and drew up one more to their mind and intent. At 
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the same time the jury agreed to a memorial to be handed 
to the Court, in consequence of the reprimand we received 
from the Chief Justice on Friday last. The memorial was 
signed by sixteen out of nineteen jurors. 

January 7. — The jury took to the Court the bill against 
the Commissioners, likewise our memorial, which our fore- 
man requested be read in Court. This was not done and 
the Chief Justice told us that the Court had no further 
business for us. "We then returned to the tavern and paid 
our reckoning, $7. each. 

January 22. — At the Coffee House bought at public sale 
the one fourth part (nearest Eighth street), of the Congress 
stable. 

February 13. — The British King's speech arrived in town, 
wherein he acknowledges the American states independent. 

February 15. — Today Stackhouse, a white man, and two 
negroes were hung for robbing William Ball's house, on 
the banks of the Delaware. 

March 13. — Today we received news by Capt. Barney, 
that the treaty between England and America was only pro- 
visional, until terms are agreed on between Great Britain 
and France. 

March 24. — Yesterday arrived at this port the sloop Tri- 
umph, commanded by the Chevalier Duquesne, in 36 days 
from Cadiz, who brings the confirmation of a general 
peace. 

April 9. — Capt. Bennet arrived here with dispatches from 
Sir Guy Carleton, informing Congress that the preliminary 
articles between the Kings of France and England were ex- 
changed by their ministers the 3d of February last, and 
between the Kings of England and Spain the 9th of said 
month; and that from that day two months hostilities are 
to be at an end between England and America. 

April 16. — Went to the Court House, where the city 
Magistrates appeared and caused William Will, Sheriff, to 
proclaim to the people at large, that all hostilities by sea 
and land are at an end between America and Great Britain. 

April 19. — Examined 249 horses at Wilmington, belong- 
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ing to the French troops, at the request of Hon. John 
Holker. 

April 29. — Called on the Hon. Mr. Holker and settled 
with him for keeping and selling several horses he pur- 
chased of the Duke who commanded the French Legion. 

June 25. — Returning home from a drive with my two 
daughters, I found the Light Horse gentlemen of this city 
about my house and yard, prepared to protect Governor 
Dickinson from being insulted by a set of soldiers from 
Lancaster, who demanded their pay from Congress, and 
now of this State. This demand affronted Congress so 
much, that they agreed to sit at Princeton, and actually 
moved there yesterday and today. 

July 4. — This being the memorable day on which Inde- 
pendence was declared, a triumphal car prepared by Mr. 
Mason, attended by a number of little boys and girls dressed 
in white, was seen in the streets of the city. 

July 18. — Towards dusk took a ride with my wife, up 
the Germantown road to see the camp of about 1500 
soldiers, who come from Gen. Washington's army. 

July 24. — Thermometer 94J° — it has not been so hot since 
1769. 

August 15. — In the afternoon with George Mifflin went to 
Bush Hill to the burial of James Hamilton, aged 72 years, 
who was interred a short distance from his house. Among 
seven or more clergymen present, was the Rev. "William 
White, who performed the ceremony. After him Samuel 
Emlen, a Quaker spoke about fifteen minutes. He began : 
"I am not a bigot, nor sectarian." The last word was 
displeasing to some, but I believe the remainder of his 
discourse was well liked. 

August 16. — Dined on turtle at Mrs. Matthews' with Wil- 
liam Jones, Robert Erwin, Reynold Keen, Andrew Tybout, 
Joseph Rakestraw, John Biddle, Dr. Glentworth, Peter Z. 
Lloyd and James White. 

September 8. — Called to see Gen. Mifflin, in Vine street, 
but found him too ill to be seen ; and from there to Miles 
& Morgan's new sugar-house, now ready for the fifth floor. 
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September 11. — After tea went to the Indian Queen to see 
the horses of Joseph Smith, who is concerned in a stage to 
New York, by which passengers are conveyed as far as 
Newark in one day and reach New York by breakfast next 
morning. 

October 3. — Drove the Hon. Ralph Izard to the meadow, 
to show him my large breed of cattle. 

October 17. — The ambassador from Holland, Mr. von 
Berckel, called to see two of his horses driven in my 
wagon. 

November 4. — Loaned Mrs. Mifflin a horse for her servant 
to ride to Angelica farm [near Reading] to notify the Gen- 
eral of his being appointed President of Congress. 

November 5. — "Was qualified by Isaac Howell to act as 
Street Commissioner. 

November 11. — This evening arrived six baggage teams of 
Gen. Washington. 

November 12. — Mr. Izard, with his horses and cows went 
on board ship for Charleston. His Excellency's baggage 
teams set out for Virginia. 

November 22. — Dined with President Mifflin at his home, 
with James Reed, Col. Lutz, Mr. Lincoln, Col. Clement 
Biddle, Mrs. Mifflin, her two sisters, and others. 

December 8. — Gen. Washington came to town from the 
North. 

December 15. — The illustrious Gen. Washington, after com- 
manding the army of the United States above eight years, 
having given the Americans possession of New York again, 
set out for his home in Virginia. He was escorted a little 
way out of town by His Excellency de la Luzerne, the 
French Ambassador, on his right, John Dickinson, presi- 
dent of the State on his left, and the City Troop of Horse 
in the rear. The Hon. Robert Morris and his lady in a car- 
riage, led the advance. Now I think from present appear- 
ances it is not likely that I shall have the honor of seeing 
that great and good man again, do therefore most sincerely 
congratulate him on the noble resolution he has fixed, not 
to accept any public office hereafter, but to spend the re- 
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mainder of his days in private life. This is undoubtedly 
the best and surest way to preserve the honors he so justly 
acquired during the late war. 

December 20. — "Went to Mr. Brown's school at the corner 
of Third and Vine streets to hear his scholars examined in 
English and French. 

1784. 

January 16. — Went in my sleigh with wife, son and 
daughter, over Delaware on the ice to Joseph Cooper's, 
but finding him not at home, we returned. 

January 19. — "Went down to Chestnut street and brought 
home my fire buckets. Was informed that Joseph Fox had 
a fall from his horse in the morning and was killed. 

January 20. — Attended the burial of Joseph Fox; Arthur 
Howell, a Friend, spoke at the grave. 

January 22. — Employed with the Commissioners in having 
Market street between Fifth and Sixth streets cleared of 
rubbish, to enable the people to see the triumphal arch. It 
was erected on Market a little above Sixth street, about 
forty feet high, with paintings done on the east side by Mr. 
Peale. The carpenter work was by Gunning Bedford. At 
dark just as they began to light the lamps, the painting took 
fire by accident and was consumed in a few minutes. On the 
top was a lot of rockets which exploded and killed one man. 
There was much confusion in the street and many persons 
were hurt by being thrown down and trampled on. Thus 
all the labor of six weeks, costing £600, was destroyed, and 
what was intended to give rejoicing on account of peace 
being concluded, turned into sorrow at least for this night. 

March 15. — Rode to Ogden's ferry on Schuylkill. The 
ice broke in the night and swept away all the wooden build- 
ings, the water being five feet on the first floor of the house. 
Mr. Ogden told me that two of his horses perished, and that 
one of his colts got into the house and up the stairs to the 
second floor and was saved. He had several boats fastened 
near the house and they were carried away, and he had to 
fire off" guns at daylight to attract the people on shore to 
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bring a boat to take them oft. During the night they ex- 
pected every minute the ice would overset the house. I 
measured one piece of ice among others, between the house 
and the river and found it 13J feet thick. 

March 20. — Sent my man with three horses up to the 
Hon. Robert Morris's country seat, to bring back the fire 
engine belonging to the Amicable Company, which was 
taken there yesterday, when the house was on fire. 

March 24. — In the forenoon went with George Mifflin to 
his brother's place up the Schuylkill and called at the Fish 
house at the Falls [Fort St. David], where we saw large 
heaps of ice, not less than twenty feet high. If it had not 
been for several white oak trees, which broke the force of 
the ice, the house would have been carried away. We saw 
the water marks in the room, seven feet six inches above 
the floor. 

May 1. — Went to Lawrence Seckel's place where a num- 
ber of gentlemen dined on shad and beefsteaks. His Ex- 
cellency Gen. "Washington arrived here from Virginia. 

May 19. — To-night fireworks were exhibited on Market 
street by Mr. Peale, in the place of those which miscarried 
at the same place on January 22d last. 

May 20. — With Abraham Hunt of Trenton, called to see 
William Hamilton at Bush Hill. 

June 9. — Abraham Hunt and Cyrus Griffin drank tea at 
my house. 

June 13. — This afternoon saw the Free Quakers leave 
their meeting-house, corner Fifth and Arch streets — it was 
their first meeting. 

July 23. — At Trenton. Breakfasted with Gen. P. Dick- 
inson and found the workmen building a stone house at the 
end of his wooden one, about a mile out of town. 

August 11. — This evening went with Col. John Shee in 
my chair to Joshua Fisher's place on Schuylkill to see 
Richard Bache. 

August 15. — Returning from Church I saw people crowd- 
ing about the new Free Quaker meeting house and on in- 
quiry found that the remarkable Jemima Wilkinson, from 
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New England, had preached, I remained and saw her come 
out, get into a chair and drive away. She had on a white 
hat, but no cap, with a white linen garment that covered 
her from her shoulders to feet. 

November 24. — Attended the funeral of Andrew Hamilton, 
whose body was taken early this morning from town to Bush 
Hill. The Rev. William White performed the ceremony. 

December 15. — Thomas Hutching, just from the backwoods, 
who has been running the line between Virginia and Penn- 
sylvania, drank tea with us. 

1785. 

January 5. — Attended the burial of the wife of D r John 
Morgan, at St. Peters. I walked with George Mifflin ; 
snowing at the time. 

January 16. — Mr. Barge and a friend from Germany called 
to see me. From my house we were called by Mr. Dunlap 
into his, where we met Michael Hillegas. The bottles and 
glasses were not idle while we remained. 

January 19. — Gen. Mifflin and his lady called at my house 
and informed me that he had purchased Mr. Graff's house 
on Market street for £2600. 

March 6. — This afternoon attended the burial of Joseph 
Read. His body was taken from his house to the ground 
on Arch above Fifth street. He was President of this State 
about three years ago, and on his arrival from Europe, four 
weeks ago, was chosen member of Congress. 

April 16. — Went out Vine street where I met the fol- 
lowing gentlemen: David Rittenhouse, Turbot Francis, 
Matthew Clarkson, Nathan Sellers, S. Garrigues, Joseph 
Rakestraw and Hugh Roberts surveying and leveling the 
ground to the Schuylkill for a canal from said river to the 
Delaware. 

April 23. — In the forenoon went to the State House yard 
to look at the rows of trees Samuel Vaughan is directing 
the planting of. Mr. Dean asked me to go up with him in 
one of the rooms in the State House to witness the printing 
of money by Bailey and his press. 



170 Extracts from the Diary of Jacob Hiltzheimer, 1768-1798. 

May 2. — Attended the anniversary of St. Tammany at 
David Beveridge's place over Schuylkill, late Reese Mere- 
dith's. A large number of gentlemen collected with tickets 
on their hats which cost 8/4, and afforded us plenty of vict- 
uals and drink. The first thing done, was the gentlemen 
formed a ring and chose James Read Esq. their Chief, 
Timothy Matlack his Secretary, and George Bryan, William 
Moore, Plunket Fleeson, Fred Phile, Gen. Daniel Hiester, 
Colonels Coates, Dean, "Will, Boyd, Wade, Byre, Proctor and 
J. Bayard Smith, the Chiefs Council. 

November 16. — Met Mr. Samuel Vaughan in Walnut street 
concerning the planting of a row of trees on said street from 
Fifth to Sixth street. 

December 26. — Met with the German Society at the school 
house, and from there to Mr. Geiss's on Market street where 
we dined. 

1786. 

January 1. — Raw and cold. Had to dine with me Colonels 
Farmer, Will and Melcher and Mr. John Vaughan. 

January 2. — Met at Carpenter's Hall, the Society for Pro- 
moting Agriculture. Present, Samuel Powell, James Wil- 
son, Timothy Pickering, George Clymer, Isaac Melcher, 
Samuel Garrigues, Samuel Hodgdon, George Logan, Aza- 
riah Herton and myself. 

January 16. — Went to State House in response to a sum- 
mons from Joseph Cowperthwaite, Sheriff. The judges in 
their red robes were in their places. The jurymen were 
A. Markoe, Richard Bache, John Steinmetz, John Moylan, 
Mr. Donaldson, John Pringle, William Turnbull, Andrew 
Doz, George Bmlen, Robert M°Knight, Alexander Todd and 
myself. We determined two causes. 

February 3. — Visited Col. Lewis Farmer, in Arch near 
Fifth street, where I drank punch and wine with a large 
number of gentlemen, who had called to congratulate him 
on his marriage last night. 

February 7. — The Society of Agriculture met at Carpen- 
ter's Hall, eighteen members present. We agreed that a 
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gold medal be given to Col. George Morgan, of New Jersey, 
for having the best farm-yard the Society has information 
of. This will be the first medal given by the Society. 

February 25. — Col. Ephraim Blaine spent the evening at 
my house. 

May 11. — My son Robert went for the first time in his 
uniform, to meet the Light Horse, Capt. S. Miles. 

July 4. — Went to the Church on Race street to hear Major 
AVilliam Jackson's Oration delivered before the Pennsyl- 
vania Society of the Cincinnati. In the afternoon accom- 
panied Governor Samuel Morris to Fish House, on Isaac 
Warner's place, where we dined on Fish and beefsteaks with 
the following gentlemen : Gouverneur Morris, Tench Fran- 
cis, John Lawrence, Richard Bache, John Wharton, Robert 
Roberts, William Gray, Robert Erwin Jr., Andrew Tybout, 
Joseph Rakestraw, George Clymer, Joseph Ogden Jr., Peter 
Brown, Samuel Wheeler, B. Scull, B. Hewes and others. 
Brought John Lawrence home with me in my chair. 

October 11. — This morning about 2 o'clock a number of 
gentlemen came to my door and informed me that I was 
elected one of the Representatives for the city of Phila- 
delphia. 

October 14. — Went over Schuylkill to Isaac Warner's Fish 
House and dined with Richard Penn, Robert Morris, Gouv- 
erneur Morris, Samuel Morris, Tench Francis, Arthur St. 
Clair, F. Johnson, Capt. Barry, James Craig, Theodore 
Forrest, William Hall, John Baker, Samuel Nicholas, Wil- 
liam Gray, Joseph Ogden Senr., Joseph Ogden Jr., Robert 
Roberts, Joseph Rakestraw, Israel Whelen, James White, 
John Patton and a number of others. 

October 20. — At Trenton. Went with Abraham Hunt and 
wife and my wife to General P. Dickinson's where we drank 
tea with George Clymer and wife, old Mrs. Lambert, the 
widow Dagworthy, two Mrs. Cadwaladers, Mrs. de Kue and 
the General's family. He was sick and could not be present. 

October 23. — Attended the Assembly for the first time. 
No quorum present, adjourned until tomorrow. 

October 26. — A quorum present for the first time. Gen. 
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Mifflin elected Speaker, Peter Z. Lloyd, clerk, Jacob Shal- 
lus, assistant clerk and Nicholas Weaver, sergeant at 
arms. 

November 7. — In the evening met at Carpenter's Hall the 
Society of Agriculture, where Mr. John Sellers produced a 
model of a bridge that is to be erected over Schuylkill and 
will cost £25,000. At the same time was exhibited a drill 
plough just from England that cost £19. 

November 8. — John Coxe Esq. was appointed by Assembly 
the Law Officer, to attend Committees of the House to draw 
Laws and bills for them. [Mr. Coxe resigned December 
26, 1786.] 

November 23. — Attended at the State House. The bill of 
Rutter & Co. for £112. for making the coat of arms over 
the seat of Justice in the State House passed a second 
reading. 

November 26. — Went to Church — had to dine with me 
Israel Whelen and his brother Townsend and Daniel Cly- 
mer. 

November 28. — At 10 o'clock the House two and two set 
out for the residence of Peter Helm on Race Street [near 
Second], the lodgings of the late Samuel Atlee, late mem- 
ber for Lancaster, who died suddenly last Saturday, in the 
Street before he could reach his lodgings. The funeral pro- 
ceeded to Christ Church, where the services were conducted 
by the Eev. Mr. Andrews. The corpse was buried in the 
Churchyard. Charles Biddle, vice president of the Execu- 
tive Council attended with his associates ; their President 
Benjamin Eranklin was absent not being in health. 

December 6. — Attended the Assembly. The order of the 
day was concerning the new road to be made from the Mid- 
dle Perry [Market Street] to Lancaster. The report was 
recommended. 

December 8. — Dined with Israel Whelen in Market street 
near Fifth, and the following gentlemen : Messrs. Moore, 
Ealston, Willing, Evans and Townsend Whelen, members 
from Chester County to Assembly and Sam. Morris, William 
Govitt, William Hall, Mark Wilcox and Col. J. Hannam. 
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1787. 

January 3. — My son William came from Trenton on the ice. 

February 20. — After dinner went to General Mifflin's, 
from thence he and I called at Mr. Robert Morris's, when 
after taking a few glasses of wine, we went to the State 
House together. No quorum present. 

March 22. — The bill which gives John Fitch the exclusive 
right for fourteen years to make and vend steamboats, was 
ordered to be engrossed. 

May 13. — This evening His Excellency Gen. "Washington 
arrived in the city from his seat in Virginia. The City 
Troop of horse received him at Gray's Ferry, the artillery 
fired a salute. 

June 4. — In the evening my wife and I went to Market 
Street gate to see that great and good man General "Wash- 
ington. "We had a full view of him and Major Jackson, 
who walked with him. The number of people who fol- 
lowed them was astonishing. They had been out to the 
field to view Capt. Sam. Miles with his Troop of Horse, the 
Light Infantry and Artillery. 

June 17. — Mr. Eobert Morris went with General "Washing- 
ton in his carriage to dine with Mr. John Ross over Schuyl- 
kill. 

July 3. — Returning from a visit to my meadow before 
breakfast, with my daughter Hannah, we met His Excel- 
lency General Washington taking a ride on horseback, his 
coachman Giles, only with him. 

July 17. — In the afternoon went with my wife, Mr. 
Matthew Clarkson, Mr. and Mrs. Barge to Mr. Gray's ferry, 
where we saw the great improvements made in the garden 
— summer houses and walks in the woods — and met Gen- 
eral Washington with a number of gentlemen of the Fed- 
eral Convention, who were spending the afternoon there. 

July 27. — Gave the Hon. General Pinckney of South 
Carolina and a member of the Convention, a list of the best 
public houses on the road to Bethlehem, where he is going 
for a few days. 
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July 28. — "Visited Capt. Sam. Morris who has been con- 
fined to his house for five weeks with a had cut in his right 
hand. 

September 3. — Took my daughter Betsey to Mr. Pine's to 
instruct her in drawing. 

September 4. — Gen. Mifflin and Capt. Dayton of Elizabeth- 
town N.J., both members of the Convention, took breakfast 
with me. 

September 5. — Took the Hon. Mr. Langdon a ride in my 
phaeton. 

September 6. — In the afternoon went with the Hon. Mr. 
Langdon and Sherman in William Rush's carriage along the 
banks of the Schuylkill, drank punch, and then took a short 
ride around and home. 

September 23. — With Townsend Whelen attended the fu- 
neral of Joseph Ogden Jr., who was shot through the leg 
last Thursday by the accidental discharge of his gun while 
in a boat with Benj. Scull. He was buried in Friends' 
ground. 

October 3. — In the afternoon went to the Bettering House, 
east part, and dined with Edwai'd Shippen Esq. and a large 
number of gentlemen, who were invited by George Gray, 
Hugh Roberts, and Peter Brown, County Commissioners, 
to celebrate the raising of the Court House at the corner of 
Sixth and Chestnut Streets. 

December 12. — Today our Convention adopted the Consti- 
tution of the United States — votes in its favor 46, against 
it 23 — just ten days after the State of Delaware. 

1788. 

January 10. — Went to the burial of James Budden, from 
his house on Chestnut Street between Tenth and Eleventh 
streets, to the Church Burying ground on Arch Street. As 
he was a member of the City Troop of Horse, Capt. Miles, 
the company walked after the mourners. 

January 17. — Went to Ogden's ferry, Schuylkill, and met 
Richard Humphreys, Nathan Gibson, James Bartram and 
Philip Price — Daniel Rundle not well enough to attend. 
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We were named in order of Court dated December 11th 
last, to lay out a road on the course of Market Street, to 
begin on the west side of Schuylkill to the county line, to 
meet a road lately opened through Chester county. We 
proceeded with said course which struck Cobb's Creek, the 
county line, about ten feet north of which the present road 
crosses the road near John Sellers' mill. On our return we 
were invited by James Worrall to partake of a dinner he had 
provided for us, which was very acceptable. In addition to 
the jurors there were J. Ogden, John Sellers, Nathan Sel- 
lers, T. Harrison and James. We reached the ferry 

about dark. 

February 1. — Attended the funeral of Levi Hollings- 
worth's daughter who was drowned in Darby Creek, while 
crossing in a sleigh. I walked with Thomas Morris to the 
meeting house at Second and Market streets, where William 
Savery and Nicholas Wain spoke. The body was taken to 
Arch street ground. A great number attended. 

February 13. — Daniel Rundle took a ride over Schuylkill 
with me to view the new road from Mr. Hamilton's to 
Cobb's Creek. We called to see John Sellers, with whom 
we dined. 

February 27. — General Dickinson, Townsend Whelen and 
Timothy Matlack took tea with me. 

March 2. — Went to Gen. Mifflin's at the Falls ; crossed 
the Schuylkill on the ice and walked to Richard Peters' 
where we dined. 

March 6. — The House went into Committee of the Whole, 
McLane in the chair. Edward Til gh man Esq. who is coun- 
sel for the City Wardens opposed the bill vesting the right 
of the Middle Ferry on Schuylkill to a company for build- 
ing a permanent bridge over the river. He spoke near two 
hours and a half. 

March 7. — Today Mr. Fisher counsel for the Bridge com- 
pany spoke in its favor. 

March 17. — A remarkably fine day for St. Patrick to 
come to town ! 

April 14. — Hon. James Wilson moved into my house 
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S.W. corner Seventh and Market streets, which he rents at 
£75. per year. 

May 10. — Went to the stable of Mr. John Penn Jr. as re- 
quested and put a value on his pair of hay carriage horses 
and a sorrel saddle horse, £80. for the former and £35. for 
the latter. He told me that Mrs. Penn and he would set 
out for England in a few days, and that young John Penn 
started the 30th of last month. I met him and Mr. Physick 
at Bristol on their way to New York. 

May 22. — Being told that the famous or " infamous" Je- 
mima Wilkinson, as she is called in the newspapers, was to 
preach at the Centre House, Cunningham's Tavern, near 
Schuylkill, went there and in a back room, where formerly 
stood a Billiard table, I saw and heard her. From common 
report I expected to hear something out of the way in doc- 
trine, which was not the case, in fact heard nothing but 
what is common among preachers, and commendable. Her 
speech was much in the New England dialect. She appears 
to be about twenty five years of age ; her head is dressed 
like that of a man and she has the look of one ; her shirt is 
buttoned close under her chin and sleeves close to the waist, 
with a black gown, such as Church ministers wear, from 
her shoulders down to her feet. 

June 4. — Took James Wilson Esq. in my chair to Gen. 
Mifflin's at the Palls, where we breakfasted with J. F. Mif- 
flin, Dr. J. Redman, Capt. Zeigler, and an English gentle- 
man on his travels. At 2 o'clock dined with Capt. Falkner, 
Gen. Mifflin, Capt. Sam. Morris, Charles Biddle, Josiah 
Hewes, and William Hall. 

September 15. — Attended the Assembly. In the afternoon 
took Richard Peters home in my chair, he not having a 
horse in town and being anxious to see his children several 
of whom have the Whooping Cough. 

October 4. — It was three o'clock when the House adjourned, 
occasioned by the long debates between Mr. Lewis, Mr. Pe- 
ters and Mr. Findley, concerning Oswald's charges against 
the Judges. 

November 4. — Had to breakfast with me Major William 
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Macpherson and J. Salter ; afterwards Mr. Speaker Peters 
and Gen. Mifflin came in, when all of us went to the State 
House. 

November 6. — A number of the members of the - House 
went to Christ Church, where Bishop White read the ser- 
vice and Dr. Blackwell preached — this being the day of 
thanksgiving appointed by the Bishop. 

November 28. — Our girls had a frolic with several young 
men at our house, His Excellency Gen. Mifflin at their head. 

December 12. — "Went to the City Tavern, where the city 
members of the Assembly met a committee of the Managers 
and Overseers of the Poor — the poor of the Northern Lib- 
erties to be separated from the city poor. 

December 21. — Attended the funeral of Andrew Doz, who 
was buried at Fifth and Arch streets. I walked with 
Thomas Fitzsimons. 

(To be continued.) 
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